By Bruce Babhbitt

®As pc:pufafmns have
skyrocketed and technology
has created new hazards,

we have gained the power fo

contaminate not just

a river, neighborhood, or crry-

we have the power
to poison the entire planet.®

In the Iast 50 years the populabon of our
planet hias grown by 25 percent. We
have nvented and released a host

of new chemicals. And we are now
restructuring the building blocks of life
iteelf—through genetic engineering.

As world population skyrockets and
technology creales new hazards, we
have gained the power to contaminale
not just a lake or river or neighborhood of
city, we have the power 10 poison the
entire planet. The burning of fossil uels
creates acid that flows across wilder-
ness boundaries: The radioactve fallout
from:Chernobyl has saturated the
lichen tundras of the far nortn. And
everywheara under the sun e s
menaced by uilraviolet radiation stream-
ing through a leaky ozone shield.

There is certainly ample reason o be
disheartened, but the darkest hour
often comes just befora dawn, and |

- helieve we are on the threshold of a new

and hopeful international opportunity.
The: lessening of cold war tenskons -
between the United Stales and the Sowet
Urion will provide the opportunity lor

“oint environmental leadership, The

European community has already taken
a'strong lead to eiminate the use of
chiorotiuorocarbons, which are desiroy-
ing the ozone layer. Here at homa
President Bush has made a good start

- on ar quality, although he has yel to

provide international leadership.

As capital fiows from.one country to
another and trade increases, the
amergence of a new, interdependent
world economy can be channeted
nto environmental pregress. The
countries sharing the benedits of inter-
dependeant world growth must also
share responsibility for international
aenvironmental standards.

In 1958 the nations of the world
participaled in-an international-
Geophysical Year (IGY). 1GY triggered
cooperalion-among sclentists for-world-
wide research. Thirty years later it is
time 1o creats ancther 1GY but this tima
an international Greenhouse Year. i
could show once again that seientists
and leaders working together can solve
pﬁ}ljle-mﬂ on a globat scate.

It is also time to award a Nobel prize
for amvironmental scence and leadership.
For more than sight decades the award-
ing of Mobel prizes for physics, chemistry,
and, more recently, ¢onomics has

 focused a great deal of attention on.the
“work of scienlists throughout the world

- whose accomplisnments would have

otherwise gone unnoticed. A new Nobel

prize would bring o the environmental
sciences a recognition commensurate
with the urgency of the issue.

The most important task; howeavear, s
to use our leverage in the intermational

“eCanomy-to promote environmenta:

responsibility. We have that'leverage in
at least ihree areas—irade, aid, and
deht, Consider the aid we provide

to other countnes. Why should the
Linited States subsidize dams that
inundate tropical forasts and displace
indigenous peoples? And why shoukd we
sponsor agricultural praclices that ruin
the' land and destroy wildlife? Before
such projects aredunded environmental

poncerns should be considered

The United Stales can also play an
infiuential role in molding international
policy regarding the crushing burden of
detat in the Third:‘World. Within the next
few years this debt must be rediced,
presenting an opportunity for linking
economic and environmental rsorm. S5
usual, environmental organizaions
captured the public iImagnaton w2

by

proposal to swap debt for commmeses

to preserve tropical forests, The nest

- step is to-persuade government ST

rnultilateral banks to become mvoleea
in debt-for-nature swaps.

“ The most neglected of our Nemasons
economic—environmental links ana
caused by issues related o trage TS
access i American markets that has
made possible the tise of trading siaiss

and the growth of the new workd

gconomy. Yal access to Amencan mar-
kets should not be an inducement 1o
destray the environment

- Some progress in linking economic
gains with environmental concems
in trade relationships has been acheved
To instill energy conservation, we
passed laws requiring automakers to
mest fuel-economy standargs and
apply those standards to both domeshic
and foregn cars.

~ Maore recantly the United Slates halieg
the imiport of ivory in response o a
1989 report indicating that the African
glephant is in serious danger of exting-
tion. Other countries are doing the
same. We should now extend that
concept 1o a tan on imports of timber
from erndangered rain forests. And
we need o go further sl moving against
progucts that themselves are risk-free
bt that are manufactured by processes
threatening the environment

The times cry out for an international
agreement that integrates worldwide
economic and environmental policies
Such legisiation could provide the
first step toward making epvironmeantal
treaties with sanctions on those
countries that fail fo comply.

The Urited States; long the enging of
world econormic growlh, must now
become the engine of world environ-
mental progress. For too long we have
considersd econormic and ervircomental
Issues in opposition ta each other. Qur
challenge is 10 link he two logether,
proving to a skeptical world that we can
have both growth and a quality erviron-
ment and that we ara wiling o use
one 1o achieve the other OO
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In the las' 30 years the population of our planet has

grown by 25 percent., We have discovered nuclear fission,
We have

11}

although we have not learned how to control 1it.

‘ i . And we
invented and released a host of menacing new chemicals ;

: ' §1te Liwwll -
are nNoOw PUSY IesTtIucturing wne puiiaing tocsy or LlL

through genaetic engineering.

As world population skyrockets and technology creates N

new hazards, we have gained the power to contaminate not just a

lake or river or neighborhood or city: we have the power to

poison the entire planet. The purning of fossil fuels creates

acid that flows across wilderness boundaries, blackening N

forests and poisoning lakes. The radicactive fallout from

chernobyl has saturated the lichen tundras of the far north. -
forcing Laplanders to truck their reindeer to other pastures.
The President of the Maldives, an island natilon in
the Indian Oceans, has made a public plea for action to prevent
the disappearance of his nation beneath rising oceans. And 2

cverywhere under the sun, life is menaced by ultravioclet
radiation streaming through a leaky ozone shield.

There 1s certainly ample reason to be disheartened,
but as the darkest hour often comes just before dawn, I believe
we are on the threshold of a new and hopeful international
opportunity. The lessening of cnld war tenaions between tha
United States and the Soviet Union will provide the opportunity
for joint envirsnmental leadership, The Eurepean gommunity hag
zlroady taken a ctrong lead in a world movement to eliminats

the use of CFCs that are destroying the ozone layer. Here at
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home President Bush has made a good start on air quality,
although he has yet to provide international leadership.

The emergence of a new, interdependent world economy
Can be channeled inte environmental progress. As capital flows
from one country to another, as production sharing among
countries becomes the norm, ana as trade liurwases, LLd
countries sharing the benefits of interdependent world growth
must also share responsibility for international environmental
standards. Here are three proposals for research, recognition
and use of economic leverage.

In 1958 the nations of the world participated in an
International Geophysical Year (IGY). 1IGY ls remembered for
triggering an ongoing pattern of cooperation among scilentists
of all naticnala for werldwide wasearch. Thirty vear later, it
is time to create another IGY: but this time an intarnatlconal
Greenhouse Year. It could fire the world's imagination, and
shaw Anme agaiw that colantictg and leaders working togethar
can discover facts and solve problems on a global scale.

It is also time to award a Nobel Prize for
environmental scienne and laadership., For nere than seven
decadas, ths award of Nobol Prizes for physics, chamistry, and
economics has focused a great deal of attention on the work of
pulenlinte throughout the warld asnemplichmente otherwise wonld
have gone unnoticed by the public. A new Nobel Prlue would
bring to the environmental sclences a prestige and recognition

commensurate with the urgency of the issue. It could spark a
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global education campaign awaking the pecpla to the

consequences of environmental pellutieon,

gt At B =T
But the nost important, and the =zeos:

gifficulit, task
16 to use cur leverage in the internatienal ecomecxmy tc promots
onvirenmental respansibility, We have that leverage iz at

least three areas - trade, aid, and

Consider the foreign aid tha* we previde toc cther

Why should the citizens of the Trmites Sta=as

e -

subsidize the destruction of th Planetary envircoment? =

should our money pay for dams that inundate tropical fores

ana displace Indigenous pacplas ¥acn there ars
yaulllded (n garsoyuitinn arA TENR¥nlil A

Wo cponsor agricultural practices

0 ana and Josta Eica
that ruin the lang, destroy wildlife, and i1xpoverish ths
pevple? Bolive sush preiecta ara fundgs they sheulsd Tcarge

snvironnental analysis.

Ancther arena whers <he Unitsd stace

g

influential role in molding internatic

accunulation of a crushing burden of &

- 4 -t e ™
Ca2dt in tha -

Within the next few years the debt of develcping
be compromised and reduced, That procoec presencs a-

opportunity for linking both econonic and envirsmmenta: refcrx

Ac ugual, it was environmental ¢rganizatiens (Conservasion
Intaernational, thae Nature Censervancy and the wWerld wWildlise
Fund) that captured the public iraginaticn wish an ingeniscs
pProposal £o swap debt for commitme

-

7ts Lo preserve tropica:l
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forests. The next step is to persuade government and the

=ultilateral banks to become involved in debt-for-nature swaps.

liupealunl, and ens wase neglaotod of our

T!Ju N\JL

int 4 ;
nternaticnal economic-environmental links are caused by lesues

L] 3
itelaled Lo Liadé, 1t {a access 2 Amerluun waiXeta that hnw

made possible the rise of trading states and growth of the new

world economy. Yet access to American marketes should not be an

inducement to the destruction of the environment.
Coma pregreooc to link oconomic gains with

environmental concerns in trade relationships has been

achieved. To instill energy cnnservation, we passed laws

requlrlng Lhal auluwakers weecl Lusl-e=snamy seandaxdo, znd
those standards applied to both domestic and foreign cars.
Since America is the largest auto market in the werid, our

standards quickly worked their way into similar laws and

Jeyulatisnas in Japam amd Oewmaniyt.
More recently, the United States halted the import of

ivery inte thio country in responsa to a 1983 repnrt indicating

that the African elephant is in serious danger of extinction.

Cther countries are doing the same. We should nuw extend that

concept to a ban on imports of tropical timber from endangered

rain forests.
We need to go a step further, however, and move

against products that themselves are risk-free, but—which-are
For

manufactured by processes that threaten the environment.

example, the countries of the world could refuse to buy copper
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from Chlile and Zambia where smmalters are operated without
pollution controls.
The timee cry out for a Biosphere Protection Act that
reachas out to all facets of our participation in the
international community including the integration of our
economic and environmental policies. BSuch legilslation could
provlde LLe rfiyst step to intsgrating eur trado, aid, and debt
policies into the making of environmental treaties, signed by
21l nations, with agreed sanctions on those countries that fail
to comply. -
Thne united states, long the enylus of world economic
growth, now must become the engine of world environmental
progresa. For tco long we have considered economic and
environmental issues in opposition to each other. We must now
think of them not in opposition but in concert, using the one
to enhance the other. oOur challenge is to iink the two englnes

together, proving to a sometimes skeptical world that we can

Bil

have both growth and a quality environment, and that we are

wiiing ©o use one to achleve the othes.

Bl

Bruce Babbitt 1s the former governor of Arizona and a 1988
presidential candidate.
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