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The National Endowment for the
Arts (NEA) has provided some
85,000 grants over the past 25
years, Three or four have been con
troversial. Not a bad record.
Last year on July 16, as a one-
day lobbyist for the Authors
League of America, | met with a
group of conservalive senators
and congressmen in Washington,
.~ DC. | tried to convince them that
 the Issue was not smutty pictures
" but whether our government
“ should get into the business of lay-
ing down rules for socially good
nd bad art. Even Plato gave up
do this, but it will have a
fascination for political
 the end of time.
couple of paragraphs
s from In Russia,
965. | doubted
d literary read-
n, so | figured

people's money publishing the por
nography | have seen on your
newsatands, books which interest
young people in drug addiction,
plays which espouse homosexu
ality, paintings which eavan your
own critics admit are made only
for publicity and money? All this
you are telling me will be an im
provement for Rugaia? We do not
consider that an improvement.”
A sonator from a Western
atale, as soon as he caught the
gist of this conversation, ook on
a wryly fascinated look, and for a
short moment | thought | had a con
vart. And so | added that the So
viels in censoring art were unques
tionably being political censors
80 why was It different when we
did the same thing? It took a mo
maent for him to rally from the damn
ing comparison: “There is a dif
ference,” he finally stated, "be-
cause the Russians control the en-
tire production of art, while we are
only interested in the tiny part of
it that the government under
writes." He looked relieved, if not
surprised, to have come up with
this dubious escape, but | wasn't
sure how deeply it really con-
vinced him. Unfortunately, |
wasn't thinking fast enough to ask
whether, if the government did un-
derwrite all or most American art,
would he still favor censoring it.
Another senator was embar-
rassed by the irony of a Soviet iron-
pants 25 years ago saying precise-
ly what fundamentalism says to-
day about censoring art. But cu-
riously enough, he added that he
had seen a play of mine, The Arch-
bishop's Ceifling, a few years
back and thought it an "amazing
metaphor” for the internal spying
going on in the world, not exclud-
ing America now and then, and
for our relationship to power itself.
I thought this was his way of tell-
ing me he was indeed troubled by
NEA issue, but that people
@ really worked up about the
and their feelings simply

It became
waore all Jesse Heln
None of the san,
men referred to
tions to this all.?ld’ ‘
art but to “their fe [
the people sending in
boilerplate postcards org
by fundamentalist group

In talking to congres
seemed ironic that by attemg
to purify minority art, the kind
aspires to seriousness, we wil
leave the field more thoroughly
cleared for the non-governmental-
ly funded mass junk—the videos,
movies, and girlie magazines,
and yes, a lot of the TV advertis-
ing—on which this country verita-
bly floats. Of course, nobody is ev-
er going to attempt to purify low
art, no doubt for the good demo-
cralic reason that no politician is
crazy enough to mess with the re-
al high-stench garbage that amus-
es most voters

It has all gotten twisted. One
well-meaning liberal congress-

man, a supporter of the NEA,
penned new language authoriz-
ing the NEA to prohibit funding of
works that “deliberately denigrate
the cultural heritage of the United

States, its religious traditions, or
racial or ethnic group:

Now we are into religion and cul-
ture and race, areas where Con-
gress clearly has no right to leg
Islate, but this only illustrates

where this whole far-Right cam-
paign is dragging us-—straight in-
lo political censorship. No wonder

Plato would not let artists into his
ideal society—there was just no
easy way to keep them in line
And there still isn't. Not in a de
mocracy. And Congress ought to
give up trying to kid itself—laying
down orthodox lines of taste in mat
ters of art means censorship.
There isn't a graceful way arounc
this. Let Jesse Helms get elected
on an issue that doesn't matter
this much to the good name of the
United States, still the freest so-
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NEA And Political Censorship
by Arthur Miller
The National Endowment for the Arts has gt,uh;
00 grants over the past twenty-five years. n:f"lv
have been controversial. Not a bad record, (0r,

ey

10t a good one when you consider how many contl?5-5'
they could have located 1§ they'd tried hardc:i;g?
Senator Helms is up against a tou op
Current race for re-election, He may well
by the NEA's cholces, but it certainly
have hung a rider onto an appropriati
Government money should go to smutty
moral indignatlion more believable
Government funded, Cazolina-gr
number of Americans they ki1l
The fundamentaljs
pounding right across |
bought a stamp, (14
spending
cutrage, anﬁ;j

altogether,

Generated by CamScanner



2
On July 1Eth, am a one-day
America, I met with half a
Congresmmen in Hnlhinutoﬂé
the issue .

wam not smutty pictures

Government te Pet into the busi

Rocielly good and bad art., B

thism, but 1% will apparensiy

Political lewaders to the
I read a couple

& book 1 wrote in 196S.

resadings for Congr

attentien.

In Mg t
Unien apparatchik &

?rt. "Hiw r'r

enly unexpe t wc

Generated by CamScanner




Jas it different when we 84

why
o’

a momant for him to rally from thu:
here is a difference,” he finsliyes
the entirw production of ar® whila
the tiny part of it that the
{tes." He looked relisved, 1f not
this escape, but I wasn't sure
nced him. Unfortunately, | WARES

hethar, if the Government cid

ricen art, he would then be

Another Benator,; & ¥

avan more interesting rea

sean & play of

at the Kenned




- .-'lp""~ T T T

4
wn the calcul;'
ul of filthy and
‘arly bucause every

‘emlings, " not
ing, 1t was clear ¢
thees, we simply 18

mentally funded Junks

anc yews, a 1ot of the

ritable floats.
-ansoring low art
the majority h
an i® crazy enou
hemselvos wilth=

Urie Congrus

by now to

Mr. Fraoh

Generated by CamScanner




o
Gniy 1llustirates vhare q,fJ
Suwing us—~wutralght inl.-;;
NG wonder Flate would not lIi‘ﬂ;j'

‘here was Just no sasy way S80

there still {sn"t, No% tﬁ_f.ﬁ
tc give up trying to lﬂ'".
of taste in matters Of
& graceful way around %

some other issue that .

sme of the United Btates,

I thought Con

the Government off &

ieguet ac individusles )

grower frd

| abel on.cﬂ;mhr

Generated by CamScanner




	Miller cover 
	miller 1
	miller 2
	miller 3
	miller 4
	miller 5

