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Some Fear That When Pima Canyon Gives
Way To A New Resort And Housing
Development, Hikers And Wildlife Will Be

Obstructed.

RIZED FOR THE large
saguaro cactus population
and the riparian plant life
that densely mark its
rocky course, Pima
Canyon is considered by some to
be one of the richest pieces of
land in Pima County. Braided
natural channels wind down the
canyon, creating an unusual
geologic configuration, perhaps
etched by nature duning the last
ice age some 15,000 years ago.
About 20 years ago, the fate of
Pima Canyon began to change. A
large parcel of land at the
canyon's mouth, about 450 acres,
' was acquired by Donald
Diamond, a hfh—pmﬁ.le
developer, and Donald Fitt,
Diamond's partner in a number
of land deals.
Diamond and Pitt plan to sell
about 200 acres to the Stouffer
Hotel Company. Stouffer, a

subsidiary of the Swiss-based
Nestle Corporation, wanis to start
building a 400-ro0m resort and an
18-hole golf course on the site in
1944, (o open in the spring of
1996, On the remainder of the
property, 250 custom homes are
planned by Diamend and Filt's
development company, Foothill
Resort Properties.

A myriad of groups, including
the Tucson Rod and Gun Club,
the local chapter of the Sierra
Club, the Southermn Arizona
Hiking Club and the
Neighborhood Coalition of

Greater Tucson, have grave
doubls about what the

o i huldnm for one

canyons on

this side of the Santa Catalina
Mountains. Their concerns range
from losing access into the
national forest to losing a unique
desert habitat that supports a

Fair Warning

Time Is Running Out To Grouse About Pima
County’s New Guidelines For Growth.

OCAL BUREAUCRATS

have struggled the last two

years lo convince ordinary

citizens to get involved in

this thing called The
Comprehensive Plan. But every
time they clear their
technocratic throats, the
collective community snore can
be heard from Vail to Aravaipa.

The officials just can’t seem
to convince Tucsonans to care
about something that sounds so
dry. This is in spite of the fact
that the plan will shape Tucson’s
efforts for the next 25 years in
realms ranging from public
transportation to environmental
conservation.
It must just sound boring.
That's the only possible reason
the room was nearly empty last

week when, after 32 million in
tax dollars and five years of
work, planners unveiled a draft
of the map showing how Tucson
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State show that McCain has over §1
million in his war chest. That's mors than
wlmum?.:ﬁmdn‘
I:airltﬂnior Spangrud,

Democratic hopefuls for the seat.
%ﬂmwmaﬁt
in over 90 percent of all political races.
msuwmmhmu

pmmmu Lh

nmﬂu
forgone conclusion,” ays! ""' """ _':"-.
u::umq 20 |
oo 28 G
hange the ules fo p

Unhappy trails: Sierra and Southern Arizona m
(from lefl): Rich Genser, William Hale Jr., David F

John, George Halleti, Nancy Kelly and Ann uﬂn r
keep developers from reducing access to Pima m

diversity of wildlife, including a
small herd of bighorn sheep
iivi:cllu on adjacent national forest

andJacat

Generated by CamScanner



Ken Abrahams, g g
Diamond ane
Properties, (}
develop the |

Froubling
developiment

Prevail. What ape
and wha are the
landowners wl

SIS right next

pokesman
| president of Fog

roperty in Pima ( ‘anyon
questions aboyt &

the rig
nghts of the private
1€ a planned develoy
o o unique deser
Wilderness area on public landp
Gayle H.n!lu.nun_1'h.mm‘mnf Buffey
L Cllizen groyp dedicated (o jnie lligent,
low mpact develo )
monuments and f
Sugpests, “W)

e

wests of Pima C

€N Someone drew ()

oundary of the ( Oronado N
they should have etched the line
larther down (he canyon,*

Over the year s, Diamond ane
not objected to hikers
the Magee Road trailh
private land
many as ;

Ounty
e

a little

1 Pitt hay
and others using
ead of using the
for recreation Each yeay as
27,000 people wall into Pima

Canyon from the Magee Road ACCess
says Lisa Haris, a rese wrcher from the
University of Ariz

of
Natura) Resources w ho conducte
In 1990 on reg reational u
sheep habital I'he
[ifth of the visitors
Diamond's |
trailhead wip
lores;

But traj)
users fear thejr
CASY access o
the canyon

migrht be
revoked when
the new resort
Koes in, Their
fesrs have
driven local
Organizalions
i Magoe Rond
. H:l‘:\:\:-\:t\“: ‘::I\}l\i:«\‘\:-::“-.\;“mw \\%\n\ e Lraile
ers hive valid concerns. Fourteen .
- nl of public land managed by eithe
illtluik I:u--1 Service or the Bureau "=I|' And
E\lllln.‘u'r'\m'nl in the 48 states lag kl“ ‘|'L"|I'\L
'.';‘,Ln‘.i-.'l---t by the U.S, General Accounting
Llhoe, @
fed

study revealed that
stay on Pitt and
Toperty near the Magee Ro il
hout entering the national

a

weess, according o a 180

{ Congress thal evalustes

on (rom nonslederal
ers 10 cross their land is nol

d s
\l‘lrl:lll:ni:':r.{ idequate access because -_\:| h
permission can be revoked at any time

» [ 1 slales,

”“:\[LIAI':I':\ to other |\tl:1ll\‘|li recre. ll;lnl.l.ll
areas on this side of the ( .||A|iwr!.n.r m: i
been limited gradually over the \'|‘ |”- +
instance, the public dm“\ nol have leg:

- to the Ventana € Jn\'utlh.ul“ .

| within the Loews Ventana € ..m?n\-u
irt. Any of the '.f:ll‘l']l:ll]u'l[\'u\“fn s
there could revoke right-ol-way I‘I;}Ill-“li
time. Also, no signs mark the trailhead,
trailusers are allowed Lo park only |||| {

wces desipmated for employees .II;I ‘il
‘.JI th exists (rom the parking lot to the

CESS

Ili'- corridor provided by private !
landowners into the H.I“U‘I'I.l] forest at !Il:.
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FALL REGISTRATION NOW IN PROGRESS
* Ballet, Tap and Jazz  Beginners thru Advanced
* Children and Adults % Day and Evening Classes Available

of Magee Road
loot-wide righi<
Coronado N
that develoy

tor a parking lot plus a 15
way leading to the
ational Forest, along the road
s will budld o private
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8 Ginny Noyes, vice president
ol the Cobo Catalina Hills Home Owners
Association, "We e also worrled about
the effects a 40 1o Glspace par king lot
might have on the large wildlife
population that Cormes through our
neighborhoods. Others, ing hiding Greg
Lunn, County Supervisor for Distriet 1,
believe the Property owners want to move
the access because hikers crossing an
expensive subdivision with eslale like
homes will
the

¢ n neigh
late night party ing h
Problems asso laled
BCCeRs, " say
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shoukd the public have o cross th
Tuixury resort 1o reach publicly o
Lm;l:"m wiys, “The best solution 1o the

OE lebate is to utilee 10 acres of
national forest land set aside from the
sl Ridge Wilderness in 1978, where
woess wouldn't bother the o
neighborhoods, where hikers woul
::.Ill‘lh through a resort and would hhl?
closest proximity to national forest M.*
Lunn suggests using land on the easl
of the canyon, .nll.nrn: ;l';:he northeast
corner of the Diamonds A .
“Imnumru\,thmhul‘n'lﬂnw the
Santa Catalina N.uu:f_*r District of the
Coronado National Forest, however,
doesn't believe constructing a park
on national forest Imdmhul'_ :
ther At
o Desert vegetation is lobe
removed for this parking lot no
where it ends up, and it makes
disturb vegetation and

an area that will be d

form anyway, such as
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he tennis court and nine for the
nar}«m,, lot.”

In the 200-acre parcel of land promised
to Stouffer lies a thriving band of rich
vegetation classified by the Pima County
Transportation and Flood Control District
regulations as a Class | riparian

(streamfed) wildlife habitat. Class I habitat
of this nature refers to an area connected
to open undeveloped land such as a
national forest or national park, that has
significant wildlife value and is scarce and
dc{.umng in supply.

herry Ruther, the Habitat pecialiq :
'm the Arizona Game and Fish s
I)e,,drlment indicates the loss of Iz
portions of riparian vegeta‘.tlon could uj

the longterm environmental balang
wildlife that travel through and ;' 5
wilderness area could be compro

“Among Class I habitats in t
area, Pima Canyon is among
valuable because of its ri¢ -’f;

characteristics,” wmte
professor of w‘ldlife
University of Arizon:
identified the critical ai
habitats in northeast .,;
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